Abstract -An updated bibliography of the genus Tulbaghia (Alliaceae) is presented together with a synopsis and a revised and updated analytical key of the genus.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Tulbaghia (Alliaceae) includes perhaps up to thirty species of rhizomatous plants endemic of Africa south of the Equator. The majority of the species is found in South Africa and twenty-two have been described so far.
The basic chromosome number of the genus is x=6 and all the species have been found to be diploid (2n=2x=12), but a few have polyploid forms albeit quite limited in distribution. The genus, confined as it is to the Southern Hemisphere, may be regarded as taxonomically vicarious of the widespread genus Allium, proper of the Northern Hemisphere.
The following account includes some notes related to the present status of its genus and the 1966-2006 bibliography, to be considerd as a celebration of the fortieth year of interest in the genus by the author. It includes also, as Appendix I and II respectively, an updated synopsis as well as a revised analytical key.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In quite recent times, most species of Tulbaghia have assumed a great importance in indigenous folk medicine in Southern Africa. The result is that they are often over-collected so much that many species are in danger of extinction and the genus itself is in urgent need of protection.
Altough only a limited number of the species of Tulbaghia can be said to be truly ornamental, the genus itself is regarded as very interesting from the horticultural point of view and well worth of collection on an amatorial basis. This may be quite important for the ultimate conservation of the genus through eventual in situ re-introduction.
A perusal of the bibliography and of the subjects of the articles in their chronological sequence, shows the steady progress in the knowledge of the genus Tulbaghia. This progress has been achieved first through the study of the chromosomes, which is the approach followed by the present author. The chromosome complement in its morphology, especially regarding the number and position of the nucleolar organizers, has been found to be species specific. This has allowed the genus to be grouped into discrete assemblages of species which, in turn have been found to be mostly related taxonomically.
The results of interspecific crossing, analysed by the careful study of meiotic pairing in the F1, has demonstrated the chromosome segmental relationship between species. This is a very important achievement and has lead to discover, the probable main trend of speciation at the chromosome level.
Further progress has been achieved through the study of the various species in the field and under cultivation. Besides increasing the knowledge of the genus as a whole, this has allowed the discovery and description of several new species. 
